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was a greater superstition than that a particular language
can be incapable of expansion or expressing abstruse
or scientific ideas. A language is an exact reflection of
the character and growth of its speakers.

Among the many evils of foreign rule, this blighting
imposition of a foreign medium upon the youth of the
country will be counted by history as one of the greatest.
It has sapped the energy of the nation, it has shortened
the lives of the pupils. It has estranged them from the
masses, it has made education unnecessarily expensive.
If this process is still persisted in, it bids fair to rob the
nation of its soul. The sooner, therefore, educated India
shakes itself free from the hypnotic spell of the foreign
medium, the better it would be for them and the people.
Toung India, 5-7-'28

CHAPTER  XLIV

MY OWN EXPERIENCE

Let me give a chapter from my own experience.
Up to the age of 12 all the knowledge I gained was
through Gujarati, my mother-tongue. I knew then
something of Arithmetic, History and Geography. Then
I entered a High School. For the first three years the
mother-tongue was still the medium. But the school-
master's business was to drive English into the pupil's
head. Therefore, more than half of our time was given
to learning English, and mastering its arbitrary spelling
and pronunciation. It was a painful discovery to have
to learn a language that was not pronounced as it was
written. It was a strange experience to have to learn
the spelling by heart.   But   that is by the   way,   and
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